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FROM MBFR REPRESENTATIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: INFORMAL SESSION WITH EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES OF 
JUNE 14, 1977 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: IN THE JUNE 14, 1977 INFORMAL SESSION OF THE 
VIENNA TALKS, THE ALLIES WERE REPRESENTED BY THE BELGIAN REP, 

FRG REP, AND US REP AND THE EAST BY SOVIET REPS TARASOV AND SHUSTOV, 

GDR REP OESER AND CZECHOSLOVAK REP MEISNER. MILITARY ADVISORS 
ALSO PARTICIPATED. 

2. THE SESSION WAS BRIEF. EASTERN REPS CLAIMED THAT DECISION TAKEN 

AT THE RECENT LONDON NATO MEETINGS MEANT THAT THE WEST WAS INCREASING 

ITS ARMAMENTS IN THE REDUCTION AREA ALTHOUGH THE EAST HAD NOT DONE SO 
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THUS CASTING DOUBT ON WESTERN SINCERITY IN THE VIENNA TALKS. 

THEY COMPARED THE MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EASTERN REDUCTION 
APPROACH WITH THE WESTERN REDUCTION APPROACH TO THE DISADVANTAGE OF 
THE WESTERN APPROACH. THEY RESPONDED TO WESTERN QUESTIONS ABOUT 
EASTERN DATA POSED IN THE PREVIOUS SESSION AND ASKED FURTHER QUES- 
TIONS ABOUT WESTERN DATA AND COUNTING METHODS. 
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3. WESTERN REPS EXPLAINED THE WESTERN POSITION ON COLLECTIVITY 
OF MANPOWER CEILINGS. THEY REPLIED TO EASTERN QUESTIONS RAISED IN 
THE JUNE 7 SESSION AND ASKED FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT EASTERN DATA. 
WESTERN REPS ALSO REVIEWED THE INCONCISTENCIES BETWEEN EARLIER 
EASTERN ACTIONS POINTING TO EASTERN RECOGNITION OF THE EXISTENCE 
OF A SIZEABLE EASTERN SUPERIORITY IN MILITARY MANPOWER AND PRESENT 
EASTERN DATA CLAIMS. 

4. GDR REP SAID THAT IN NETHERLANDS REP'S PRESENTATION IN JUN 7 
INFORMAL SESSION, NETHERLANDS REP HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THE EXISTENCE OF 
WESTERN PLANS TO INCREASE NATO FORCES IN THE REDUCTION AREA. 
NETHERLANDS REP'S ATTEMPTS TO JUSTIFY THESE DECISIONS BY ACTIONS 
TAKEN BY THE EASTERN COUNTRIES WAS UNTENABLE. GDR REP CLAIMED 
EASTERN PARTICIPANTS HAD NOT TAKEN AND WERE NOT UNDERTAKING 
MEASURES TO INCREASE THE STRENGTH OF THEIR FORCES AND ARMANENTS 

IN THE REDUCTION AREA. THE EAST WAS REPLACING OLD ARMAMENTS AND 
THERE HAD BEEN NO QUANTITATIVE INCREASE IN ARMANENTS SUCH AS HAD 
BEEN CLAIMED BY THE NETHERLANDS REP ON JUN 7. THE WEST ON THE 
OTHER HAND WAS ENGAGED IN INCREASING ITS FORCES IN THE AREA. GDR 
REP ALSO CITED PRESS REPORTS ABOUT INTRODUCTION OF NEUTRON WAR- 
HEADS BY THE US. THESE WESTERN PLANS TO INCREASE ARMAMENTS MADE 
UNDERSTANDABLE THE WESTERN REFUSAL TO AGREE IN PRINCIPLE TO REDUCE 
ARMAMENTS IN VIENNA NEGOTIATIONS. GDR REP URGED ACCEPTANCE BY THE 
WEST OF THE EASTERN FREEZE PROPOSAL. 

5. BELGIAN REP PRESENTED WESTERN CASE FOR COLLECTIVITY OF POST 
REDUCTION RESIDUAL CEILINGS ON MILITARY MANPOWER. HE SHOWED HOW THIS 
PROVISION WAS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION IN 
CENTRAL EUROPE AND WITH THE REQUIREMENT THAT AGREEMENT SHOULD NOT 
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DIMINISH THE SECURITY OF ANY PARTICIPANTS. BELGIAN REP ALSO POINTED 
OUT THAT WESTERN REPS HAD IN SEVERAL PAST OCCASIONS RAISED THE 
SUBJECT OF ASSOCIATED MEASURES AND SET FORTH THE WESTERN POSITION ON 
THIS TOPIC. ALTHOUGH EASTERN REPS HAD INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD 
COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT, UP TO THE PRESENT, THEY HAD NOT DONE SO. 

6. CZECH REP MADE A COMPARISON OF THE MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
EASTERN AND WESTERN REDUCTION APPROACHES. THE EASTERN APPROACH 
CALLED FOR REDUCTION OF AIR FORCE MANPOWER. THE WESTERN APPROACH 
DID NOT. THE EASTERN APPROACH CALLED FOR SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS ON 
BOTH SIDES. THE WESTERN APPROACH DID NOT. THE EASTERN APPROACH 
PROVIDED FOR REDUCTION OF ARMAMENTS. THE WESTERN APPROACH DID NOT, 
ASIDE FROM THE PROPOSED ONE-TIME REDUCTION OF US NUCLEAR ARMA- 
MENTS. EASTERN PROPOSAL COVERED NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS OR THE COMPONENTS 
OF NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS HELD BY ALL PARTICIPANTS. THE WESTERN PROPOSAL 
DID NOT. THE EASTERN PROPOSAL ENVISAGED REDUCTION BY WHOLE UNITS 

AND FORMATIONS WHILE THE WESTERN PROPOSAL CALLED ONLY FOR SELECTIVE 
REDUCTION BY INDIVIDUALS. THE EASTERN PROPOSAL PROVIDED FOR 
REDUCTION COMMITMENTS BY ALL PARTICIPANTS. THE WESTERN PROPOSAL 
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DID NOT. 

7. US REP PRESENTED ANSWERS TO EASTERN QUESTIONS RAISED IN JUN 7 
SESSION. HE GAVE SOME DETAILS ON THE WESTERN APPROACH TO EXCLUSIONS, 
WHICH THE WEST HAD APPLIED TO THE FORCES OF BOTH SIDES. HE 
SPECIFIED SOME EASTERN ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE PERSONNEL HAD NOT BEEN 
INCLUDED IN WESTERN DATA, BUT SAID THAT CLARITY ON THIS TOPIC WAS 
DIFFICULT BECAUSE THE WEST WAS NOT SURE THAT THE EAST HAD REACHED 
THE SAME CONCLUSIONS AS THE WEST AS TO PRECISELY WHICH EASTERN 
PERSONNEL AND ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD BE EXCLUDED EVEN IF BOTH SIDES 
STATED THEY HAD EXCLUDED SIMILAR CATEGORIES. 

8. TARASOV ANSWERED WESTERN QUESTIONS ON EASTERN DATA FROM JUNE 7 
SESSION AND ASKED A FEW ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. 

9. FRG REP POSED SOME ADDITIONAL WESTERN QUESTIONS ON EASTERN 
FORCES AND REVIEWED THE WESTERN POSITION ON THE INCONSISTENCY BE- 
TWEEN EARLIER EASTERN POSITIONS AND PRESENT EASTERN DATA CLAIMS. 
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END SUMMARY. RESOR 
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